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Planning Board Minutes   June 7, 2011 

TOWN OF GOSHEN 

FINAL MINUTES 

PLANNING BOARD 

PUBLIC HEARING 

JUNE 7, 2011 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chairman Allen Howe, Vice Chairman John Wirkkala, Rich Moen, Ed 

Peckham, Select Board Representative Bob Bell, and Sue Peacock, Secretary. 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Lilyan Wright, Gigi Schendler, Bea Jillette, Paul & Jean Barrett, Steve 

Smith, Fred Smith, Jim & Susan Carrick, Linda Fournier, Ronald Kempton, Gary Dennis, 

Cynthia Phillips, Don Bailey, Ed Andersen, Sr., Clark Wamsley, Mary Wirkkala, Keith Hall, 

Peta Brennan, Dan Peterson, and Adam Howard. 

This Public Hearing is related to the Town Building and Property Capital Reserve Fund.  The 

Select Board asked the Planning Board to hold this hearing to solicit ideas on how they should 

expend the $50,000 that is in that fund. Every idea will then be passed on to the Select Board to 

decide.  There are a two points the Select Board need to address.  The first point is if they are 

legal ideas, and the second is which might be a logical thing to address the purposes of the fund. 

That money was designated at the 2009 Town Meeting by the voters to be spent for the purpose 

of preserving and maintaining the historical character of Town Buildings and property.  The 

Selectmen are agents to expend from this fund.   

Mr. Howe has received 3 ideas via emails/letters. 

The first letter is from Peta Brennan.  She states that the town hall has infrastructure problems.  

The fire house is in need of repair.  The Grange could be used for multiple purposes.  She states 

that this money should not be expended on some vanity project.  The town should get 

comparative estimates for whatever is decided. 

Jack Scranton submitted a letter which was also signed by a number of residents.  His idea is in 4 

parts, to contact the property owner of the adjacent Gunderson lot to the library to determine if 

she would be interested in selling.  Then also to establish a small committee of 5 to 7 citizens to 

gather data, costs, and steps to acquire said property if owner gives a positive response.  Then to 

present results to joint Planning, Select Boards within 30 days for balance of total costs that 

would be paid with a ten year bond.  

Cynthia Phillips wanted to clarify that Mr. Scranton’s suggestion should be thought of applying 

any property in close proximity in town, or any other comparable properties. 

Sandy Sonnichsen submitted the third idea.  She states that the best way to maintain the historic 

character of downtown Goshen is to do what is needed to bring the town offices in compliance 

with current regulations, make the town hall a more hospitable meeting place and turn the 

Grange hall into a practical and useful office and meeting space.  The town needs space suitable 

for small public meetings.  If it is manageable to get a septic system into the Grange, it could be 

developed into rooms for small meeting or office space.  If a conventional septic system is not 

possible, install composting toilets.  The Concord Audubon Society uses such toilets and they do 
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not look or smell unappealing.  Get the Town Hall insulated and outfitted with functional heating 

and cooling system.  Don’t use the money for routine building maintenance.  

Bea Jillette briefly updated all the work that has been done on the Grange.  The Grange would 

serve well for planning board, zoning board, file cabinets.   

Peta Brennan wanted to clarify what she had written in her letter that she wanted to have the 

buildings maintained, and to keep the structure rather than having it fall to pieces.  She states that 

to preserve the character and the nature of these historic buildings certain things have to be done 

or if you don’t they will deteriorate to a point that if renovations have to be made they would far 

exceed any money now available. 

Ron Kempton asked if this money is for the 4 buildings.  Mr. Howe stated that he had asked the 

Select Board to see the actual document that was written up between Iberdrola of the Site 

Evaluation Committee hearing, as part of the settlement, and it was not  specific in terms of how 

that should be used.  At the time of the SEC (Site Evaluation Committee) hearings the issue was 

the aesthetic impacts of power lines and poles to the downtown core, but when it got down to the 

legal document that was not specifically stated. The year 2009 town report documents when the 

Town Buildings & property capital reserve was created by the voters.  The wording in the article 

states:” For the purpose for preserving and maintaining the historical character of town buildings 

and property.” 

Cynthia Phillips stated that the buildings need to be maintained in a number of ways by washing, 

painting or scraping.  She does not think that all of that would cost $50,000.  She wondered if the 

rest of the money be put into a self sustaining fund, like a scholarship fund for the preservation, 

beautification, and maintenance of the town.  Mr. Howe stated that this would be up to the select 

board to choose to use the money in some fashion such as taking out x thousand per year. 

Ed Andersen, Sr.:  Could the money be put in for lighting updates within the town hall? 

Mr. Howe brought up the federal money that is available through ETAP (Energy Technical 

Assistance and Planning) with energy audits in town buildings.  This is a program that is no cost 

to the town.  The town needs to gather our energy consumption data, and get it into a central data 

base and then a company Peregine Energy will evaluate energy usage.  The outcome of this will 

hopefully identify ways in which the town can reduce this energy consumption. They will also be 

able to come up with ideas and perhaps assist with ways to find money to fund some of these 

energy conservation ideas.  The Select Board may try to piggy back and see how they may use 

this $50,000 to help fund some of those energy conservation ideas that would be related to our 

town buildings.   

Jean Barrett: She said that the Grange is a valuable building which needs to be utilized.  She 

thinks that a committee should be formed and see what can be done.  

Linda Fournier: She stated that the town needs to define the use of the buildings before you 

proceed with how they are to be used. The town hall could be used as offices or storage for the 

town.  This building is viable and could be made more energy efficient. The Grange is a good 

place for meetings with the improvements made.  There needs to be a plan, all the buildings need 

repairs and routine maintenance.  There are 2 buildings the fire department and the library.  She 

stated that where there should have been routine maintenance done to the buildings over the 

years which hasn’t been kept up.   
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Don Bailey:  He questioned the letter regarding purchasing the Gunderson property.  Mr. Howe 

said that the wording of the warrant article that created the capital reserve did not state anything 

about acquisition of property.  The Select Board would have to identify and determine if property 

acquisition is or is not something that can be done with the $50,000. 

Gary Dennis stated that the septic system keeps coming up; and that is the answer.  He stated it 

was designed to hold 3 buildings which are the fire dept, Grange, and the town hall.   

Mary: The way she looks at this is she thinks that the purpose of this money was to make the 

downtown attractive, and a welcoming place.  If the town acquired Gunderson property and 

either razed the building, or turned it into a nice park, that this would fall within the specifics of 

this money by improving the downtown area.  Mr. Howe thought the Select Board might want to 

determine if that concept would be an appropriate expenditure of this capital reserve. 

Paul Barrett:  He said that fixing and improving what we have, and if you look at all the 

buildings, he does not think any of them are optimal.  The buildings need electrical work, among 

other work, and this is hurting the efficiency of the operations of the town.  He does not think we 

should spend money just because it is there, and the town should benefit from the money.   

Fred Smith: He said that the town office is not in compliance, and this building could be shut 

down by the state.  His suggestion is to move the town office, police department, and the 

Selectman to the Grange hall, and keep the space in the town hall for meetings for the Planning 

and Zoning Board.    

Lilyan Wright:  She would like to see Goshen made into a town that is attractive, that people 

want to come and live here.  She said that beautification could be done.  She would like to see 

something like a nature park, or recreational facilities that would attract people.  She would like 

to see the town made into a place people want to come to.  Mr. Howe said that the word 

beautification never made it into the language for the capital reserve fund.  Lilyan had thought 

the word beautification was mentioned somewhere in the purpose of the capital reserve fund.   

Bea: She had a small idea that if the lighting in the Town Hall was to be redone, perhaps there 

could be ceiling fans on the lights which would cool it in the summer and help circulate heat 

from the ceiling in the winter.  Mr. Howe said that he suspects that if anything is done with the 

lighting, we should wait until we hear what comes out of the ETAP project, as that is something 

that they surely will address. 

Don Bailey:  He thinks it is important for the town to acquire the property next to the library, and 

this could be purchased for the purpose of a park area for people to drive by, or something just to 

prevent people from just zipping through the town.   

Steve Smith:  His ideas have to do with buildings and town property.  He does not think that the 

lighting has anything to do with the historical beauty.  He said that he thinks that the fire house 

needs to be repaired, and he thinks it is the ugliest building in town, and one of the most in need 

of repair.  Mr. Howe thinks that there is going to have to be some interpretation of what this 

particular capital reserve language means.  His personal feeling is that we shouldn’t use the 

money for what should be regular maintenance, and that we should use this one time money 

basically for something that we might not normally do.  Mr. Howe said that Steve’s idea of 

making the fire department look better, or have more historical character is going to require some 

interpretation on the Select Board’s part as to what would really make it historic. 
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Peta Brennan: She thinks this money should be used wisely as the economy is not getting better. 

She said to see this money just go on some project wouldn’t possibly be in the best interest of the 

taxpayers in this town.   

Cynthia Phillips:  She recently went to a library in west Lebanon.  The library had onsite parking 

which was what she thought was a porous top which holds sand and dirt down and it is a 

permeable covering She thinks this would be good for the driveway and parking at the Grange 

and the library.  This does not have run off and it is environmentally friendly. She is unsure of 

how costly this would be. 

Mary Wirkkala:  Her thoughts are that the pull-offs by the Rte 10 cemetery are very ugly.  She 

would love to see some attractive planting/gardening and some curbing done.  

Adam Howard: He agrees with the fire department comments; he doesn’t think this is the time to 

beautify.  He would like to preserve what we have.  He thinks that if we put something through 

the town to beautify the area.  He said we must consider the long term costs of maintaining 

whatever was put in, such as a park, pull-offs, or planters and they wouldn’t be just onetime 

costs.  It’s a cost throughout the future of maintaining. 

Steve Smith: His thought is that he would like to see the town put new welcome signs up. He 

also thought that the idea of brick sidewalks put in front of the Grange if the town offices were to 

move over to the Grange. 

Ron Kempton: He asked if everything were to be moved over to the Grange there would be a 

parking issue for the fire dept? 

Rich Moen: He thinks there should be some plan that every year some maintenance should be 

done.  He is looking at the long term goals of the fire department. He would like to see the 

selectmen wait to see the results of the ETAP.  We may also be able to get funds from the state 

or federal to fix issues in the town hall.  There needs to be an audit of every building, then every 

year something should be addressed. The selectmen has to decide how much needs to be done, 

and it’s not just a matter of let’s move everyone the across street, lets address the needs right 

now. 

Adam:  He agrees with Rich, and asked about who pays the cost for the audits of the buildings 

ETAP.  Mr. Howe said that this money is the grant from ETAP and all we have to do is capture 

our data, get it into their database online.  The company Peregine Energy will actually do the 

audits. The taxpayers will not pay anything and there are volunteers who are helping pull 

together the invoices that are needed.   

Linda Fournier: She stated that there are local professionals that could define the buildings; we 

should hire people within the town to check out the buildings.  She doesn’t think we should be 

spending thousands of dollars on outside experts when we have professional people right in 

town.   

Cynthia:  Her thought is the basic wiring within the town office.  This has been worrisome for 

the girls in the office.  She brought up about this one time opportunity, what is to stop us from a 

scholarship fund.  There has to be something that we can do with this money so it doesn’t 

become a one shot deal.    
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Dan Peterson:   He thinks we can add to this account, there’s no reason why this money has to go 

away now.  This account could be set up for a long term account for maintenance for the 

buildings. Mr. Howe stated that he thought a capital reserve already existed for building 

maintenance, but could not confirm that. There needs to be a new roof on fire station, siding.  

This money might be put on the town warrant for next year.  The selectman knows that this is a 

problem, if there could be contractors to look at the buildings.  The long term goal should be to 

define what we need for the buildings, along with long term upgrades. 

Fred Smith:  He agrees with Dan regarding the long term and let money sit there.  He believes 

we could go pave the road on Lear hill to the Davis pit and acquire the property from Shaun 

Carroll at some point in time.  We could start building a nice complex if you want to think long 

term.   

Ron Kempton:  He asked for the stipulation for the money.  Mr. Howe said that there is no 

stipulation in the legal agreement. It was at the town meeting that the voters decided to put this 

money into the capital reserve fund.   

Dan:  He would like to see the girls from downstairs go over to the Grange hall and use it as their 

office space.  The selectman really needs to look at the Grange hall to upgrade it for the future.  

He thinks that is the most cost efficient.  At this point we are at a level that we need security, 

there are no fire alarms in any of these buildings, and there is no historical value if the buildings 

were to burn down. He thinks that some of the money should be used either for fire alarms or put 

into a maintenance account.   

Fred Smith:  He asked if there is room on the second floor in the Grange hall for the historical 

society to display historical artifacts. 

Gary Dennis: There would have to be some kind of safe area.   

Jim Carrick: He thinks the issues people raise are all correct regarding the problems of the town 

office; cost of doing anything electrical, phones etc., thousands of dollars in repairs any of the 

stuff that has been talked about.  There a lot of issues but also lack of money, the planning board 

and zoning board, need to get together with budget committee board, need long term plan or split 

up the money 4 ways within the town offices.  The town does not want to spend a great deal of 

money.  The budget committee needs to get involved for the needs of the town. There needs to 

be a long term plan.   

Allen Howe: There may come to the point that the Grange hall is not going to do any good, use 

what we’ve got or get rid of what we are not using.  The Grange hall is only important to a 

certain age group; the younger folks might care about it as a nice looking town building that is 

functional.  Otherwise, Mr. Howe didn’t see long term support for maintaining a building we 

don’t use. 

Steve Smith: He thinks the Grange hall would be a cool bar.   

Cynthia Phillips: If you count the number of people here, and count how many people in this 

room are on the budget committee and consider how many people we have in town.  How many 

voters take the time to come here?  Those of us who are here need to get on the phone, knock on 

doors, if you want changes you are going to have to have to talk to your neighbors.  Because no 

one has come to the meetings, so nothing is going to get done.   
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John: He has variations to the ideas.  There are so many worthwhile suggestions.  The select 

board is fortunate that so many people took their time to come with suggestions. He thinks the 

select board should take their time and wait and hear back from the energy audit from ETAP.  He 

likes the idea of beautification, likes the idea that it doesn’t have to all be spent.  Let’s make this 

town a better place and leave some money in the account.   

Mr. Moen made a motion to adjourn the public hearing, Mr. Peckham seconded, and all were in 

favor to close the public hearing at approximately 8:20 P.M 

 

Agenda # 2:  Minutes 5/31:   

The minutes of 5-31 were reviewed and edits were made.  Mr. Moen made a motion to accept the 

minutes with the edits, Mr. Peckham seconded and all were in favor. 

Agenda # 3: Other Business:    

Notice of decision dated May 31. 2011, for the special exception for the Newport Sand and 

Gravel vs. town of Goshen.  The decision was that the Town of Goshen ZBA had acted lawful.   

Mr. Moen made a motion to adjourn, Mr. Wirkkala seconded and all were in favor to adjourn at 

approximately 8:50 P.M. 

 

SUBMITTED BY: 

Sue Peacock 

Planning Board Secretary 

 

 


